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Diving into the Secret
Societies at Trinity
In a roughly two-week 
period, eight “Timely 
Warning” emails were 
released from the Cam-
pus Safety Department 
to the community regard-
ing paintball attacks. An 
Oct. 3 email from Cam-
pus Safety indicated that 
the City of Hartford fre-
quently sees an increase 
in paintball attacks to 
coincide with Halloween, 
particularly late at night. 
The first instance oc-
curred when a student 
was struck by a paintball 
on Summit Street near 
the first-year residence 
Fuston, and was fol-
lowed by another attack 
where a Securitas officer 
was struck on Summit 
Street near Wheaton. 
Additionally, in the 
early morning on Sunday, 
Oct. 27, there were two re-
ports of paintballs being 
shot on Allen Place with no 
injuries. The early morn-
ing of Friday Nov. 1 saw 
four separate reports of 
paintball attacks on Allen 
Place with two students 
injured. Tripod A&E edi-
tor Hunter Savery ’20 was 
enjoying the Halloween 
weekend outside of Kappa 
Sig. in costume when the 
paintball attacks began.
“So there I was, exte-
rior of Kappa Sig., circa 
midnight. It’s me, Trin-
na Larsen ’20, and Will 
Tjeltveit ’20. And then 
suddenly, chaos. Peo-
ple yelling, paint splat-
tered,” commented Savery.
Emails from Campus 
Safety have given advice 
for students to “travel in 
groups” and utilize “in-
ternal pathways that are 
well lit.” Director of Cam-
pus Safety Brian Heavren 
spoke to the Tripod, adding 
that paintball attacks are 
a “problem throughout the 
City of Hartford.” Heavren 
indicated that Trinity 
Campus Safety is work-
ing closely with the Hart-
ford Police Department.
GILLIAN M. REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
TRINITY TRIPOD
Tripod editor is not cut out for secret societies. 
Story on page 8.
see PAINTBALL on page 3
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Day Whaley ’20, an 
American Studies major at 
Trinity, has been wrapped 
up in the unseen history of 
the Wadsworth Atheneum 
Museum of Art this semes-
ter. Interning in the mu-
seum’s archives, Whaley 
has been looking through 
different exhibition cat-
alogs, which are full of 
various pieces of artwork 
that belong to particular 
collections, evaluating 
this artwork, and ulti-
mately deciding where to 
store these historically 
significant pieces within 
the museum’s archives. 
In coming across an art 
piece, Whaley will inves-
tigate what the piece is, 
who left it, and what time 
period it’s from. Whaley’s 
background in decluttering 
has proved helpful in sort-
ing through the archives.
Prior to her internship 
at the Wadsworth Muse-
um, Whaley has worked as 
a professional organizer, 
helping her clients in New 
York City to locate and 
showcase their artwork and 
turning spaces like a stor-
age closet into a full-blown 
office. Her knack for orga-
nization appealed to the 
Wadsworth, who brought 
Whaley on board into 
their intense task of sort-
ing through the archives.
Although she has al-
ways been interested in 
working at a museum 
one day, Whaley’s time 
abroad in Rome evoked 
her passion for ancient art 
that, when combined with 
her interest in American 
Studies, led her right into 
the archives of the Wad-
sworth. Whaley spent her 
junior fall abroad in Rome, 
where she learned about 
the sciences behind pre-
serving art by studying 
pieces of ancient artwork.
While Whaley’s trip 
abroad certainly sparked 
her interest in historical-
ly significant art, leading 
her to the Wadsworth, 
her experience interning 
at the museum has only 
strengthened that passion. 
“Being able to be in 
that atmosphere where 
it’s just people who genu-
inely love art [and] genu-
inely love the archives has 
strengthened my interest 
[in] and my relationship
BAILEY MCKEON ’22
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Have you ever looked 
at the sky and thought of 
“Summer Breeze” by the 
Isley Brothers? Arts and 
Entertainment contribu-
tor Joey Cifelli has been 
keeping his eyes on the 
sky. Charting the chang-
es in the heavens for our 
edification from the me-
teorological to the celes-
tial and especially the 
emotional. This man is 
blurring the line between 
poetry and journalism. 
Joey’s in his aerial bag 
and honestly we’re here 
for it. Story on page 10.
The Weekly Skylights
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Opinions expressed in Tripod editorials represent the views of the 
Tripod editorial board, unless otherwise signed. Those opinions do 
not necessarily reflect the views of all contributors to the Tripod. Ad-
ditionally, writing expressed in the Opinion section belongs to the 
writers themselves and are not affiliated with the Tripod in any way. 
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300 Summit St. Box 702582
Hartford, CT 06106-3100
Phone: (860) 297-2584
The Trinity Tripod has been published by the students of Trinity Col-
lege since 1904. Its staff members are committed to the reporting 
and distribution of news and ideas that are relevant to the College 
community. The Tripod is published weekly on Tuesdays during the 
academic year. Student subscription is included in the Student Ac-
tivities Fee (SAF). For non-students looking to subscribe, a one-se-
mester subscription costs $10.00 and a one-year subscription costs 
$20.00. Please address all correspondence to:
Managing Editors
BRENDAN W. CLARK ’21
ALEX W. DAHLEM ’20
Please visit our website: trinitytripod.
com. Articles are published online 
each week. Follow us on Twitter @
TrinityTripod and visit our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/TrinityTripod.
Corrections           
The Trinity Tripod is always looking for student contributions in pho-
tography, writing, and graphic design. Anyone interested in joining 
the Tripod can email tripod@trincoll.edu. Additionally, all mem-
bers of the community are invited to our meetings, which are held 
Sundays at 7 p.m. at our office in the basement of Jackson Hall.
All requests for advertisement placement in the Tripod can be 
found by consulting the newspaper’s business manager at tripo-
dads@trincoll.edu. Additionally, our website holds information 
regarding standard rates for advertisements.
Tripod Editorial
Comments on the Hunt
I was dismayed to 
learn in the Oct. 22 issue 
of The Trinity Tripod that 
some students travel far 
out of their way to attend 
a shameful event known 
as “The Hunt.” The Far 
Hills Race Meeting is part 
of a tragic tradition of us-
ing and abusing animals 
for entertainment. De-
spite masquerading as a 
“sport” or “charity event,” 
Trinity students should be 
aware that horse racing 
kills thousands of horses 
annually just in the Unit-
ed States alone. These 
animals die either during 
or directly after the rac-
es, often due to injury. 
The Far Hills event led 
to the deaths of Top Man 
Michael in 2018 and Wick-
low Brave this year. Sure-
ly there are better ways 
to raise money for char-
ity than forcing animals 
to break their bones and 
then euthanizing them 
when they can no longer 
turn a profit. Rather than 
attending these barbaric 
events, Trinity students 
should boycott all animal 
races and work toward 
getting animal racetracks 
shut down for good. This 
year’s Tripod article com-
pletely missed the mark 
by avoiding the important 
story hidden behind light-
hearted remarks about 
tailgating and partying. 
Perhaps next year the Tri-
pod could better use its 
ink and page space ahead 
of the race by printing a 
list of the dead to remind 
students the true cost of 
horse racing in lives lost. 
In case you were wonder-
ing, we’re up to 508 con-
firmed horse racing deaths 
in 2019, and that number 
is likely to at least dou-








“The Holocaust was such a tragic and important event in history and it has been incred-
ible to realize how before taking this class, I really only knew the basics. Professor Kas-
sow has an extensive wealth of knowledge on the event. I would recommend this course 
to anyone who’s interested in learning more about the Holocaust from an incredibly edu-
cated, passionate, and experienced professor.” 
-Amanda Scopelliti ’20, Features Editor
Course: Law, Argument and Public Policy
Professor: Glenn Falk
“This is by far one of the best courses in Public Policy that I have taken at Trinity. Not 
only does the class keep you engaged with the variety of different cases that you study, 
the class goes one step further to prepare you for analyzing texts and delivering hearings 
in front of various judges.” 
-Mateo Vazquez ’20, Sports Editor
Course: National and European Foreign Policies
Professor: Thomas Lefebvre
“This is a great class for those who are interested in the modern processes of the EU. 
Professor Lefebvre does a great job of incorporating contemporary issues into the curric-
ulum while also providing students with important institutional knowledge about EU 
foreign policies.”
-Alex Dahlem ’20, Managing Editor
Course:Intro to Literary Studies
Professor: David Rosen
“If you’re even kind of thinking about pursuing an English major, this introductory 
course is a LIT way to figure out if it’s right for you. Sample a smorgasbord of literature 
with the ecletic teaching styles of Professor Rosen. This class taught me how to read, 
literally.”
Liz Foster ’22, A&E Editor
Course: Early America
Professor: Thomas Wickman
“After being inundated with American history classes in high school, I was a bit hesitant 
to take another class on early America in college. Luckily, Professor Wickman’s course 
sheds light on the unheard voices of American history. The course provides a fresh and 
crucial perspective on many of the narratives we learn in American schools.”
-Gillian Reinhard ’20, Editor-in-Chief
Course: The French Revolution
Professor: Kathleen Kete
“The French Revolution offers a focused analysis of the factors which led up to and fol-
lowed the overthrow of the House of Bourbon. This course explores the complex questions 
of history, philosophy, and religion from Rousseau to Montesquieu, all the while engaging 
in classic historical analysis. If you’re a fan of Robespierre, this course is for you!
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ney released the college’s 
consolidated financial 
statement following the 
annual Board of Trustees 
meeting this past month. 
Financial statements such 
as these are critically im-
portant because they re-
flect the growth and prof-
itability of the College 
entity.    
They also offer insight 
into significant chang-
es that should be made 
to improve the budget, 
or they can show what in 
the budget is working ef-
fectively. The 2019 state-
ment, put together by the 
independent auditor Price-
waterhouseCoopers, LLP, 
showed positive growth in 
a number of areas; enough 
for the Board to approve 
a $1.6 million renovation 
project of Ferris Athletic 
Center sometime in the 
future. The college’s to-
tal net assets grew from 
$967,488,628 in 2018 to 
$978,045,552 this year, 
reflecting an ongoing pos-
itive increase over past 
years (in 2015 the num-
ber was $916,524,328 and 
in 2014--even lower --at 
$889,268,244). This in-
crease is mainly due to 
a significant increase in 
long-term investments 
(from $608,186,990 in 2018 
to $627,577,152 in 2019), 
though there was also an 
increase in short-term 
investments ($3,544,099 
in 2018 to $3,768,063 in 
2019) and cash holdings 
($15,957,476 in 2018 to 
$16,108,715 in 2019). 
Trinity also lowered 
its net liabilities, decreas-
ing from $203,513,443 in 
2018 to $198,433,895 this 
year, demonstrating ac-
tion taken by the college to 
pay off debt. Taking these 
numbers into account, the 
College’s net worth (as-
sets - liabilities) has in-
creased from $763,975,185 
to $779,611,657 between 
the 2018-2019 period. 
The positive results of 
the report come at a key 
time for the Board, espe-
cially after deciding last 
year to increase tuition 
costs. Now more than ever, 
demonstrating the finan-
cial viability of the college 
is critical and plays an im-
portant role in maintain-
ing Trinity’s prestige and 
capability as an academic 
institution. Berger-Swee-
ney said in an email to the 
community after the Board 
meeting that they are 
“feeling even more posi-
tive about the direction 
in which we’re headed.”
Intercollegiate Update: News on Nearby Campuses
Williams College
Williams College’s College Council (CC) 
held a town hall on the evening of Oct. 22 as 
part of an internal review in the wake of a 
contentious spring semester. Last spring, the 
CC faced criticism for its hesitance to fund 
Black Previews, its decision not to recognize 
the Williams Initiative for Israel, and its low-
engagement election in which “Papa Smurf” 
was elected as a representative for the Class of 
2021. During the town hall meeting, students 
proposed many ideas to reform its CC, some of 
whom suggested that they ought to eliminate 
the CC altogether. Adam Jones ’21 advocated 
for dissolving CC and reallocating its functions 
to the Office of Student Life (OSL). “Disband 
yourself,” he said, according to the Williams 
Record. “Apply your efforts and your talents 
to things that matter on this campus. Force 
this institution to pay for the labor that you 
provide. And form an organization that serves 
as a forum – a forum – a place for ideas to be 
discussed, not decided on. An organization of 40 
will never have the mandate to decide the issues 
of a campus of 2200. So don’t kid yourself.”
Bowdoin College
On Nov. 1, current Democratic Senator 
from Colorado and 2020 presidential 
candidate Michael Bennet visited Bowdoin 
College’s campus and gave a talk during a 
town hall meeting. While he was there during 
Parents’ Weekend (as his daughter is in the 
class of 2023), he took this opportunity to 
garner support for his fledgling presidential 
candidacy bid, where he is currently 
polling at less than 1%. Present at the 
town hall meeting – among many parents 
and alumni – was Senator Angus King (I-
ME), who made a surprise appearance 
and joined Senator Bennet on the stage. 
Senator Bennet has served Colorado as 
Senator since 2009, and previously worked 
as the superintendent of the Denver Public 
School District, overseeing nearly 95,000 
students. Topics of discussion during the 
campus town hall included issues of climate 
change, education reform, and Senator 
Bennet’s efforts to  capture  the Democratic 
presidential nomination, among others. 
Middlebury College
 
After a year-long workforce planning 
initiative saw 37 staff members take “voluntary 
buyouts,” causing a redistribution of workload 
among the remaining staff as a result, 
Middlebury College administrators announced 
that the college had successfully reduced its 
deficits and did not have to resort to layouts. 
But, according to an external email sent to 
the facilities staff, that is not the case; in 
fact, many administrators feel as though they 
are “voiceless… overworked with insufficient 
pay, and “felt as though the ground had been 
“pulled from beneath them” when told to take 
the “voluntary” buyouts. As a result of these 
sentiments, many facilities employees have 
resorted to talks of forming unions – or at the very 
least, joining one – so as to further prevent such 
actions from taking place without their consent. 
The facilities staff members interviewed by the 
Middlebury students felt unsafe giving away 
their identities, and as a result, the interviews 
conducted were done so anonymously so as to 
protect their identities and also their jobs.
CAROLINE RICHARDS ’22 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Trinity Endowment: Tripod 
Tracks Changes Over 10 Yrs.
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Aggravated assault, five 
counts. Open case.
The College Campus Safety Report Oct. 29- Nov. 5 
Wednesday, Oct. 30
Jones Dorm







Digital Health CT, an 
organization powered by 
Startupbootcamp, is sched-
uled to hold its inaugural 
cohort in Hartford on Nov. 
11. Startupbootcamp is an 
award-winning global net-
work of industry-focused 
accelerator programs, and 
was launched in Copen-
hagen in 2010. Since its 
foundation, Startupboot-
camp has accelerated over 
800 startups. The Hartford 
program invites 10 start-
ups each year to spend 
three months in Hartford. 
These chosen startups are 
given the opportunity to 
work alongside health care 
providers, payers, research 
investors, and research 
institutions in order to 
build their digital health 
prototypes. Hundreds of 
startups have applied, 
and the ten that were cho-
sen to participate in the 
fall 2019 program will re-
ceive support, resources, 
and industry and investor 
connections they need to 
help grow their business-
es. The startups will also 
receive help from a broad 
range of mentors, inves-
tors, and partners from 
the accelerator’s global 
network. Trinity is among 
other founding local part-
ners for the MedTech Ac-
celerator, including Hart-
ford HealthCare, UConn’s 
School of Business, Tech-
nology Commercialization 
Services unit, and CTNext.
The program was creat-
ed to join the Hartford In-
surTech Accelerator, which 
was also launched by 
Startupbootcamp in 2018 
to revitalize the city’s de-
clining insurance industry. 
Trinity contributes to sup-
porting the MedTech Accel-
erator, along with Hartford 
HealthCare, by provid-
ing a home to the work-
force training program at 
the downtown campus at 
Constitution Plaza, and 
thus has opened doors for 
students to engage with 
the city. President of the 
College Joanne Berg-
er-Sweeney, in a Hart-
ford Courant article from 
this past April, said, “we 
want our students to stay 
right here in Hartford 
and Connecticut and be 
able to find jobs,” Berg-
er-Sweeney said. “This is a 
way that helps our talent 
pool find more satisfac-
tion after they graduate.”
Interim Dean of Facul-
ty and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Sonia 
Cardenas commented on 
Trinity’s involvement with 
the program. Cardenas 
said “in 2017, Hartford/
East Hartford was select-
ed as one of four Innova-
tion Places in Connecti-
cut, which would focus on 
three growth areas: health 
and medical technology, 
insurance, and advanced 
manufacturing. Hartford 
Health Care then took 
the lead on the health and 
med-tech initiative, with 
Trinity and UCONN Busi-
ness School as key part-
ners. For Trinity, it was a 
natural fit given our close 
partnership with Hartford 
Hospital. Chief of Staff and 
Assistant Vice President 
for External Relations 
Jason Rojas,, s a leading 
participant in shaping 
Innovation Places, add-
ed that “having Hartford 
become a center of excel-
lence for innovation and 
medical technology is 
something that benefits 
Trinity. It promises to cre-
ate unique opportunities 
for our students, by giv-
ing them direct exposure 
to the world of startups, 
hands-on internships in 
cutting-edge fields, and ac-
cess to new programming.”
Cardenas also com-
mented on what the future 
looks like for Trinity’s rela-
tionship with Startupboot-
camp, “Having [the start-
ups] in Trinity’s space will 
be great for our students, 
who will be able to work as 
interns with the startups 
and will also benefit from 
programming relating to 
innovation and entrepre-
neurship. We’re also hop-
ing that, over time, faculty 
with interests in health, 
technology, or biomedical 
engineering could serve 
as mentors or connect 
their classes to program-
ming and projects associ-
ated with the startups.”
The acceleration pro-
gram in Hartford is a hot-
bed for the development 
of specifically medical 
technology, with Hartford 
HealthCare, Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center, 
and St. Francis Hospital 
and Medical Center at the 
center of the city and pro-
gram. The program tar-
gets startups with a range 
of digital health technol-
ogies, and may provide 
Hartford with a chance to 
capitalize on the growth 
of the healthcare field and 
thus grow the economy by 
bringing more investment 
dollars to Connecticut.
Trinity helped to choose 
this year’s finalists, and 
will work closely with them 
throughout the course of 
the program. The finalists 
this year include; Compan-
ionMx, Ellipsis, Clearstep, 
Encapsulate, MDI Health, 
QR Fertile, BrainCheck, 
Lineus Medical, Deep-
Scribe, and Aiva. Man-
aging director of Digital 
Health CT, Gerry Roston, 
Ph.D., said, “ultimately, 
we look for scientific and 
clinical-depth of the solu-
tions and then seek the 
perfect fit to form partner-
ships with our corporate 
partners for accelerated 
go-to-market. The Digital 
Health domain is explod-
ing with opportunity right 
now,” added Cardenas, 
and she “feels confident 
that we are positioned to 
support serious entrepre-
neurs in hitting the mar-
ket fast and hard. 2019 
will be an amazing year.”
KAT NAMON ’22 
NEWS EDITOR
Digital Health CT to Hold 
Inagural Cohort in Hartford
TRINITY TRIPOD




“The College added 
extra Hartford Police 
patrols,  increased the 
number of Campus Safe-
ty and Securitas officers 
patrolling Allen Place, 
and have installed new 
technology to help iden-
tify and hold account-
able the people involved. 
Hopefully, these steps 
will be helpful in stop-
ping these incidents on 
campus,” said Heavren. 
Timely warnings are 
mandated by the Clery Act 
of 1990, a federal statute 
which requires colleges 
to release warnings when 
an incident poses a “seri-
ous or on-going threat to 
the campus community” 
according to the clerycen-
ter.org. Trinity Campus 
Safety’s timely warning 
emails encouraged stu-
dents to utilize Cam-
pus Safety shuttles and 
walking escorts if they 
feel unsafe at any time. 
With the month of 
November approaching, 
paintball attacks are ex-
pected to go down. The 
Tripod has previously 
reported on paintball at-
tacks, with the month 
of October 2018 seeing 
multiple paintball at-
tacks. Last year, in 2018, 
WTNH featured a story 
on a particular neigh-
borhood in Hartford 
susceptible to paintball 
attacks. The article ac-
knowledged the common 
confusion of shooting a 
paintball gun with an ac-
tual gun, which can cause 
distress and confusion. 
Trinity Campus Safe-
ty encourages students 
to reach out to  the de-
partment if they witness 
a crime. Timely warn-
ing emails from Campus 
Safety emphasize reach-
ing out to the emergency 
line at  (860) 297-2222 
as well as utilizing the 
blue lights scattered 
around the campus. 
continued from page one 
OPINION
This Thursday, Nov. 7, 
will mark the 102nd an-
niversary of the Bolshevik 
Revolution, an event that 
established the first com-
munist nation, the Soviet 
Union. When we think of 
Marxist countries today, 
the barely functioning 
People’s Republic of Ko-
rea (North Korea) proba-
bly comes to mind. More 
the subject of comedies 
and memes than anything 
else. Countries like China 
and Vietnam have adopted 
successful market reforms. 
The ideas of the Bolshevik 
Revolution have largely 
been relegated to the dust-
bin of history. However, 
Socialism and right wing 
nationalism are again on 
the rise all over the world. 
We should take this week 
as we should every year to 
reflect on how disgusting 
of an ideology Communism 
is, the damage it has done, 
most importantly to reaf-
firm our quest for liberty. 
There are a variety 
of ways one could attack 
Communism and collectiv-
ist ideologies more gener-
ally. I could bring up statis-
tics; like the fact over 100 
million people have died 
and countless more bru-
tally harmed as a result of 
communist policies in the 
20th century. 65 million in 
China alone and 20 mil-
lion in the Soviet Union. 
Countless people perse-
cuted for trivial reasons by 
people like Che Guevara 
in Cuba. Disastrous indus-
trial policies like the Great 
Leap Forward that killed 
over 40 million in 4 years 
in China. However, I’ll 
play devil’s advocate and 
say nobody actually knows 
the true death count, nor 
have I put much effort into 
examining the methodolo-
gy behind those numbers. 
I could also make an ar-
gument on political theory 
and policy. Communism is 
going to cause mass-star-
vation and brutal human 
rights violations if you’ve 
taken some basic eco-
nomics and law classes, 
you would know. Central-
ly-planned economies are 
incapable of managing 
the countless transactions 
and preferences that exist 
in society. Free markets 
are by far the best mech-
anism. Placing power un-
der the rule of law via a 
strong constitution as well 
as separating powers hor-
izontally and vertically is 
a textbook way to prevent 
tyranny. Communist gov-
ernments clearly do not do 
that. However, I think I 
just put half the school to 
sleep by explaining this. 
The main reason why I op-
pose this terrible ideology 
and stand firmly under the 
banner of liberty is because 
my family knows firsthand 
what Communism does.
My mother was born 
in Cambodia, and saw the 
brutal rule of Pol Pot and 
the Khmer Rouge. The 
Khmer Rouge was a far 
left regime that ended up 
killing almost a quarter of 
the Cambodian population 
in a span of four years. 
When they came to pow-
er, they targeted ethnic 
Chinese civilians, such as 
my mother’s family. Not 
only were they racist, they 
were envious of our finan-
cial wellbeing, because my 
mother’s family, and many 
other Chinese residents, 
operated small businesses. 
In the great spirit of the 
workers’ revolution and 
smashing capitalism, they 
raped, pillaged, and de-
stroyed communities. My 
family, like many others, 
were rounded up and sent 
to concentration camps 
soon to be dubbed “The 
Killing Fields”. My moth-
er, still a small child, was 
forced to build a hut out of 
whatever she could find. 
Mass starvation soon en-
sued as the economy was 
absolutely devastated and 
sealed off by the social-
ist policies of the Khmer 
Rouge. While people were 
starving, the leaders of 
this people’s republic 
horded food and resourc-
es for themselves. A com-
mon theme amongst any 
socialist regime, which 
is why the Venezuelan 
president Maduro has 
grown fatter even as his 
own people starve. While 
starvation ravaged the 
country, countless people 
were murdered and tor-
tured, entire houses were 
filled with the skeletons 
of those who perished in 
them. My mother even-
tually escaped and found 
refuge here in America, 
the beacon of freedom for 
the unfree world, but only 
after a perilous journey. 
If I could have you take 
away anything from this 
story it’s this: human lib-
erty is a precious commod-
ity that we must guard 
jealously. History is but 
a back and forth struggle 
between the individual 
and the state, prosperi-
ty and poverty. We know 
that free markets, private 
property, and limited gov-
ernment together are ca-
pable of creating the most 
prosperity for the most 
people. Further, the great-
est minority in the world is 
the individual and to have 
social justice is to eman-
cipate the individual, not 
artificially constructed 
groups. Finally, we must 
remind those who wish to 
rule over us and take our 
freedom that governments 
are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the 
governed. Those are the 
keys to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 
Not Communism or Fas-
cism, or National Social-
ism. Human liberty rests 
in the human heart and as 
long as it lies there, I know 
that there will always 
be a place for people like 
my mother to find refuge. 
ETHAN YANG ’20
STAFF WRITER
A Century On, A Reflection On Communist Tyrrany
Free speech isn’t always 
liberating, or equalizing, or 
even always free. I’d like to 
respond to an article from 
last week which argued 
that free speech needs to 
be reaffirmed, particularly 
on college campuses like 
Trinity. Let me be the first 
to warn that the reckless 
pursuit of free speech is a 
dangerous thing. That ar-
ticle is very convincing in 
its argument: free speech 
is a positive good that en-
courages the toleration of 
various opinions through 
the medium of societal-lev-
el discussions. Free speech 
is silenced because some 
speech is seen as violent, 
a claim the author rejects. 
Speech is being curtailed on 
college campuses, a place, 
if anything, for more dis-
cussion and debate than 
anywhere else, and that’s 
a profoundly bad thing. To 
quote that article, “in times 
like these, this small col-
lege needs to roar like a lion 
to protect free speech.” Why 
would I want to write a re-
buttal of this easily defensi-
ble claim? Because it’s a lie.
Speech in America isn’t 
free. There are limitations 
on what is legal, and what 
is not. Some speech is not 
constitutionally protect-
ed, like slander or libel, or 
the advocacy of immediate 
force to provoke violence. 
Take, for instance, Virgin-
ia v. Black (2003), where 
several Klansmen burned 
crosses in the yards of Af-
rican American neighbors. 
Such an act of speech was 
found unconstitutional: 
threats of intimidation are 
not permissible uses of free 
speech. Speech can be vio-
lent, and the protection of 
those who use speech to si-
lence deserve no protection. 
Which brings me to the 
second claim made by the 
author, that what is hap-
pening on college campus-
es is the repression of free 
speech. It isn’t. The author 
cites the intense revulsion 
of UC Berkley students to 
Ben Shapiro’s planned talk 
there. This is an intense-
ly bad-faith argument. 
There’s a bait-and-switch 
happening here, where 
the censoring of racist, ho-
mophobic, and outright 
oppressive language is re-
branded as the suppression 
of free speech. This has the 
effect of reconjuring figura-
tive cross-burning as brave 
defenders of the truth 
(who, not coincidentally, 
are conservatives) against 
an oppressive (and liber-
al) government who seeks 
to see them destroyed. 
This is not to equate Ben 
Shapiro, or any other group 
mentioned by the author, 
with the KKK. But that’s 
the catch. Consider the 
term ‘fascism.’ Immediately 
one thinks of goose-stepping 
Nazis, the classic villains, 
human manifestations of 
evil. The apparentness of 
the evil of fascism, howev-
er, makes it harder to use 
that term in good faith pre-
cisely because it is assumed 
to mean the most extreme 
form—Nazis. But there 
are non-Nazi fascists, in 
the same manner as there 
are acts of hate speech 
that aren’t cross-burnings. 
Ben Shapiro is without a 
doubt one of those people. 
He is not a symbol of free 
speech, but a prejudiced 
hatemonger who masquer-
ades behind the façade of 
free speech. He rejects the 
scientific consensus when 
it comes to climate change, 
he campaigns to restrict 
women’s access to abortion 
rights, and vehement re-
jection of trans rights. Ben 
Shapiro believes trans peo-
ple suffer from mental ill-
ness, a stance he has strong-
ly defended, and one which 
played a major role in his 
reception at UC Berkley. 
Do we accept when a 
public intellectual publicly 
denounces the existence of 
an entire group of people? 
Because that’s not really a 
question about free speech. 
The author of the article 
would like you to believe 
college campuses are tar-
geting free speech, are en-
forcing certain opinions. 
But that’s a deliberately 
misleading reframing of 
the real question—do we 
defend those who oppress 
others. Let’s imagine you’re 
a trans person. When a 
public figure says your life 
is a lie, and that you suffer 
from a mental illness, that 
isn’t just some exercise of 
free speech. The effect is 
comparable to repression. 
When one person uses free 
speech to deny the exis-
tence of an entire group of 
people, there are countless 
thousands who are now 
unable to speak, unable to 
participate in this vaunted 
ideal of free speech. Free 
speech has the potential to 
oppress and to hurt without 
question. America is reach-
ing a point when accepting 
those who seek to oppress 
under the guise of free 
speech is intolerable. We 
should not rally in the de-
fense of fascism, but rather 
question those who claim 
to be oppressed when they 
oppress others. We must 
not sacrifice democracy on 
the altar of free speech.
A.P. TUREK ’20
OPINION EDITOR
Ben Shapiro and Fascism: Free Speech Isn’t Free
“Human liberty is a precious 
commodity we must guard jeal-
ously. History is but a back 
and forth struggle between 
the individual and the state.” 
“We should not rally in 
the defense of fascism... We 
must not sacrifice democra-
cy on the altar of free speech.” 
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This is dedicated to 
Ed and Mimi, two Ma-
ther employees who truly 
care about how the Trini-
ty students are being fed 
and have raised concerns 
over the current manage-
ment of the Trinity Col-
lege dining services. The 
purpose of this piece is 
to provide an idea as to 
why these problems exist. 
A monopoly is a firm 
that controls the barriers 
to entry. When this is the 
case, new firms are pre-
vented from entering the 
market, resulting in no 
competition, removing the 
incentive for innovation, 
price competition, and 
the incentive to better 
serve customers’ needs. 
Currently, Trinity 
College has a monopoly 
over the dining options 
to students on campus. 
At the moment, students 
can walk through the 
streets of Hartford to 
pick up food, dine out, or 
call in Uber eats. How-
ever, those options ar-
en’t viable for students 
for every meal at Trinity 
College, so we accept the 
notion that Trinity con-
trols the barriers of en-
try to providing dining 
on campus to students.
One great thing about 
private firms is that they 
operate on balance sheets 
with profits and losses, 
not budgets. With profits 
and losses, private firms 
are able to determine 
what goods and services 
are popular among cus-
tomers. Furthermore, 
firms are incentivized to 
direct more of their re-
sources to provide their 
customers more of those 
goods, thus better serving 
them. When firms don’t 
need to turn a profit, they 
don’t have an incentive to 
provide more of a good 
in demand and better 
serve their customers. 
When looking at Soviet 
pharmacies, for example, 
they didn’t operate on a 
profit or loss and were of-
ten short on medication 
people demanded and 
oversupplied on ones that 
weren’t in high demand.
Another great thing 
about private firms is 
that they need to better 
serve the customer than 
their competitors. This is 
why gas companies don’t 
charge $50 per gallon, be-
cause the station across 
the street would charge 
$49 and steal all their 
business. When there is no 
competition, there is no in-
centive to reduce the price. 
Further, without competi-
tion, there’s no incentive 
to innovate. Unfortunate-
ly, Subaru doesn’t add ex-
tra safety to their vehicles 
because they want their 
customers to be safer, but 
because if their car is safer 
than a Ford, more people 
will want to buy a Subaru. 
Before other mail services 
were allowed to deliver 
mail, the US Postal Ser-
vice didn’t have any incen-
tive to provide tracking 
numbers or two-day ship-
ping. In other words, they 
didn’t have to better serve 
the customers’ needs. 
When looking at Trin-
ity’s dining service, it 
suffers from all the prob-
lems noted above. In 
the days before the Cis-
co truck comes, Mather 
Hall is always short on 
foods that are in high 
demand. On Sunday, the 
all-day breakfast station 
was closed because they 
ran out of eggs, ham, and 
cheese. The grill had only 
six pieces of chicken left 
at 5:45 in the evening. 
There was a sign out for 
taco night, yet there were 
no tacos to be seen. There 
is no incentive to short-
en waiting times, or to 
provide better food. The 
Cave charges you almost 
two dollars for a cup of 
off-brand ramen because 
they have no incentive to 
lower the price. The gas 
station across the street 
isn’t able to steal their 
business by selling gas 
for $49 a gallon because 
Trinity doesn’t let a firm 
set up across the street. 
Of course, this is an 
unfortunate side effect of 
being a small school, and 
we may never see dras-
tic changes like a private 
dining hall in the middle 
of campus. Parents will 
continue to be forced to 
give their kids dining dol-
lars, and students will 
likely never be able to buy 
meals at a private diner. 
We must put more pres-
sure on the school to have 
the dining halls pay atten-
tion to how their budget is 
run, but for now, writing 
a couple words for Ed and 
Mimi can be a good start.
Student Dining: Trinity’s Monopoly on Student Choice
“Currently, Trinity College 
has a monopoly over the din-
ing options to students on 
campus...Trinity controls the 
barriers to entry to providing 
dining on campus to students.”
As I have already re-
ported in a previous ar-
ticle, the Chinese gov-
ernment is terrible. The 
communist ‘democracy’ 
continually oppresses its 
people by censoring the 
truth and submitting 
them to subpar living con-
ditions. Recently, their 
oppression has begun to 
stretch outside of the con-
fines of their own people. 
As the police and govern-
ment attempt to quell the 
protests in Hong Kong, 
there is another fight 
happening on the battle-
field of American media. 
Hollywood and the en-
tertainment industry of 
America are some of the 
most influential cultural 
hubs in the entirety of the 
world. There are few forc-
es in 2019 as powerful as 
Disney and Fox. Yet, these 
companies and the entire 
entertainment industry 
are being forced to change 
and adapt their products 
to suit the Chinese censor-
ship laws. As the popula-
tion of China grows, they 
have a greater control of 
the market due to simple 
economics. This fact, how-
ever, gives the Chinese 
government a greater con-
trol of American media. 
As a result, we are see-
ing a change in the types 
of films being put out. To 
be accepted in Chinese 
theaters, there are cer-
tain criteria that movies 
must meet. The most ob-
vious example of Chinese 
censorship in Hollywood 
would be the writing out 
of any Tibetan characters. 
Marvel and Disney’s Doc-
tor Strange (2016) initial-
ly had a Tibetan monk 
taken straight from the 
comics. Upon review of 
the script, the Chinese 
government forced the 
writers to change it to a 
monk of a different eth-
nicity, in this case, Celtic.
It isn’t just little chang-
es like this that are affect-
ing Hollywood and the 
films being produced. In 
recent years, we have seen 
China become the “good 
guys” in numerous films, 
and they are rarely, al-
most never, portrayed in a 
negative light. Movies like 
2012, Gravity, and The 
Martian all depict Amer-
icans being saved by the 
Chinese. Even the 2012 
remake of Red Dawn, a 
classic film in which com-
munist soldiers invade 
a US town, was changed 
so that the North Kore-
ans were the bad guys 
instead of the Chinese.
Luckily for America, 
in a time when the strict 
Chinese government en-
forces their censorship 
laws against us, there 
are a few directors and 
creators who continue 
to stand up for freedom 
and don’t care about the 
dirty money that comes 
with selling out to China. 
Quentin Tarantino, best 
known for his extremely 
graphic and bloody films, 
refuses to compromise 
his artistic integrity and 
won’t edit his movies so 
they can be played in Chi-
na. As a result, his movies 
are making far less than 
movies put out by compa-
nies who could care less 
about artistic integrity. 
It isn’t just the enter-
tainment industry being 
affected by the Chinese 
government. Most recent-
ly, we have seen the NBA, 
Blizzard, and even Ap-
ple submit to China’s op-
pression. The NBA spoke 
out against Daryl Morey, 
general manager of the 
Houston Rockets, after 
he tweeted something 
that was pro-Hong Kong. 
Blizzard, a video game 
developer and publish-
er, banned and stripped 
professional Hearthstone 
player, Blitzchung, of his 
winnings for supporting 
the Hong Kong protest-
ers in an interview. In 
addition, they banned the 
interviewers from ever 
working another Bliz-
zard event. Apple has 
censored the Taiwanese 
flag and provided cloud 
data and encryption keys 
to China. Numerous oth-
er companies have fired 
staff for supporting Hong 
Kong protesters, calling 
Taiwan or Tibet a coun-
try, or even discussing 
the Tiananmen Massacre. 
Luckily, more and 
more American groups 
and companies are start-
ing to stand up to China. 
Redbull has shown sup-
port for Hong Kong in a 
recent video, and Ubisoft 
refuses to censor the vi-
olence in their games 
to be China-compliant. 
One of the most vo-
cal groups on the matter 
are the geniuses behind 
South Park. In their 23rd 
season, they have been 
constantly attacking the 
idea of censorship and 
the Chinese government. 
They even went so far in 
one episode to have two 
characters say, “fuck the 
Chinese government.” 
I wish the best of luck 
to those in Hong Kong, 
Tibet, and Taiwan as 
they struggle and fight 
for freedom from the op-
pressive communist rule. 
I also pray that the people 
of America will one day 
be ready to stand up and 
say that we don’t want 
our entertainment and 
our country controlled by 
the Chinese government. 
Censored: How China Influences American Media
“As the population of China 
grows, they have a greater control 
of the market due to simple eco-
nomics. This fact, however, gives 
the Chinese government a great-
er control of American media.”
SAMUEL TAISHOFF ’22
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
“When looking at Trinity’s din-
ing service, it suffers from all the 
problems noted above...there is 
no incentive to shorten waiting 






“I love dancing. I’ve been dancing since I 
was two and having these means I can still 
dance even though it’s not at my dance school 
at home. I’ve made so many good memories 
while dancing and so many good friends, and 
these are just a piece of home.”
Isabella Hartman
Object: Pink Teddy Bear
“I brought my pink teddy bear with me be-
cause I got her when I was seven years old. My 
parents got her for me, and they told me that 
she would protect me from all the evil things. 
She has always been a source of comfort for 
me, so I brought her to college.”
The Class of 2023 and What They Brought from Home
John Strenski
Object: Guitar Named Daphne
“I love music and my guitar is the way I can 
make music myself. I always had it at home. 
I had it right next to my bed and then before 
I’d go to bed, I’d play it a little bit just to calm 




“Some of my friends gave it to me a couple of 
years ago, and it’s been in my room ever since. 
I’ve always thought ‘oh I’m going to take this 
to college,’ and now it’s here and it reminds 
me of them and home.”
Tyler Frederick
Object: Stratton Mountain Resort Trail Map
““It reminds me of home and of skiing and 
that is my favorite thing to do. It would al-
ways be my escape from school, going there 
for the weekends when I was in grade school.”
Guillaume van den Branden
Object: Mercedes SL Model
“The reason that I brought this little model 
car with me to Trinity is because it is a model 
of my car, the car I drive at home which is my 
grandfather’s old 1995 Mercedes Benz. Ever 
since I was young, I’ve always been very pas-
sionate about cars. That was the car that es-
sentially fueled that passion, and it has kind 
of been a constant in my life. It’s something 
that has always been there and that I’m glad 
to have in my life. And I bring the model just 
so I can kind of keep a piece of it with me at 
all times.”
Article By Anna Bauer ’23
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Do you really go to an 
elite New England college 
if there aren’t secret soci-
eties? As Editor-in-Chief of 
the Tripod, I have a lead-
ership position on-campus, 
but I have largely flown 
under the radar of Trinity’s 
secret societies. This past 
fall, however, I was select-
ed to embark on a journey 
through Elm and Key’s ini-
tiation process. Elm and 
Key is a quasi-secret soci-
ety at Trinity, with some-
what less notoriety than 
its counterpart, Medusa, 
which consists of a “fratti-
er” cohort of students and 
alums. Elm and Key, in con-
trast, is known as a leader-
ship society, and recruits 
a comparatively more di-
verse group of students.
It is difficult to call 
Elm and Key a “secret 
society” à la Skull and 
Bones at Yale or even Me-
dusa at Trinity, because 
all graduating members 
of the organization wear 
large key necklaces at 
graduation each year.
My adventure with one 
of Trinity’s well-known se-
cret societies began with 
an email from elmandkey@
aol.com.Thinking there 
was no way a secret soci-
ety was actually operating 
under the email address 
elmandkey@aol.com, I 
took the organization’s de-
mand to visit my mailbox 
over in the basement of 
Mather with a grain of salt 
(my Crescent housemates 
are notorious for pranks 
of that nature). To my sur-
prise, however, an actual 
letter addressed to me sat 
in my inbox, directing me 
to check out a book from 
the library. This led me 
on a chase throughout the 
library, continuously find-
ing letters which led me to 
book after book. Letters re-
ferred to Trinity’s origin as 
an Episcopalian school and 
included excessive biblical 
quotations referencing the 
seven seals of the Book of 
Revelations. Luckily, I was 
only tasked with break-
ing four seals that day.
The best word to de-
scribe the letters received 
is, unfortunately, “cring-
ey.” Each letter was rid-
dled with random capital-
ization in its content (the 
letters spelling out things 
like “Nero’s fire” and, of 
course, “Elm and Key”) as 
well as esoteric referenc-
es (“those who wear the 
Tau Cross and those who 
wear the Star and Cres-
cent”). I’m a strong believ-
er in not engaging with 
pseudo-intellectual lan-
guage with Shakespear-
ean words like “thee,” 
“thy,” and “hither.” While 
I think the angle of these 
letters was an attempt to 
establish a connection to 
Trinity’s past, no one still 
spoke like that in 1823, the 
year Trinity was founded.
Further journeys led 
me to the Chapel’s rose 
garden, pews, and the 
chemistry library. I was 
instructed to leave an item 
of significance behind. Of 
course, I chose to leave 
a copy of the Tripod, and 
subsequently watched 
a suspected member of 
the group collect my Tri-
pod, see me, then turn 
around. The initiation 
culminated at the Green-
berg Center, which ru-
ined a majority of the fun. 
Upon breaking the sev-
enth seal of Revelation, 
I knocked on the Green-
berg Center exactly seven 
times at exactly 9:22, and 
was greeted by two peo-
ple in Party City black 
masks and black robes. 
The members took away 
my shoes and blindfold-
ed me. I wanted to tell 
these two mysterious fig-
ures that, “I don’t want 
to be hazed as a senior,” 
but they told me I was no 
longer allowed to speak.
I texted a friend (and 
Greenberg Center under-
graduate fellow) that I 
had been blindfolded with 
a projector placed in front 
of my face in his place of 
work, and, as a result, I 
was promptly removed 
from the building. “You’ve 
failed,” they informed me, 
and I was kicked out of the 
Greenberg Center. I told 
them to have a nice night, 
and rumor has it they 
climbed up to the top of the 
Chapel, a myth confirmed 
by some intrepid mem-
bers of Chapel Council.
Does this Tripod arti-
cle ruin the fun of secret 
societies? Definitely. Does 
Trinity need another elit-
ist secret society where 
students choose other 
students to refer to them-
selves collectively as “the 
best and brightest” of the 
school? Definitely not. 
Upon being kicked out 
Secret Societies Lay ’Neath the Elms at Trinity 
GILLIAN REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
of the Greenberg Center, 
members berated me for 
undermining the import-
ant work the group does to 
make Trinity a better place. 
If leaders tasked with 
representing the student 
body on campus are ac-
tually gathering at the 
top of the Chapel and 
the Greenberg Center in 
black Harry Potter robes 
and discussing how they 
are the puppet masters of 
Trinity College, this orga-
nization is not consistent 
with our school’s values. 
My experience with 
Elm and Key leads me 
back to square one. How 
do we make Trinity a bet-
ter place? I believe the first 
steps begin with reach-
ing out to students who 
would not be considered 
the “best.” I believe that 
all members of the com-
munity must work togeth-
er, instead of segregating 
into groups. We can’t sep-
arate Trinity into those 
of us who identify as “the 
brightest” and those who 
do not have that designa-
tion. We can’t confuse a 
“secret” society with what 
it really is, an elite society.
Just as I left my item of 
significance at the Chap-
el (I don’t expect to get it 
back at this point), Trin-
ity must leave behind its 
elitism. If Elm and Key 
thinks it is making Trinity 
a better place by secretly 
bringing together the “best 
and brightest,” then they 
are falling into the same 
bad habits that have held 
our little bubble back for 
nearly two centuries. As 
we strive to live in a more 
welcoming and egalitari-
an environment, one that 
truly lives out the values 
of diversity, equity, and in-
clusion, we must recognize 
that secret societies have 
no place in that world. 
We must also refrain 
from giving these societ-
ies undue credit. There is 
no invisible hand pulling 
the strings at Trinity. The 
closed groups that carry 
the most weight and pow-
er on our campus remain 
class, race, gender, and 
wealth, not a collection 
of students in costumes.
Through her work sort-
ing these significant piec-
es of artwork, Whaley has 
also become appreciative 
of the power the archives 
have in preserving these 
marvelous works for the 
sake of history. “These art-
ists make really powerful 
and influential pieces, but 
if you’re unable to find it, 
because it was never cata-
loged and never placed in 
the archives, then history 
is lost” Whaley explained.
Currently, Whaley has 
been working on a display 
case for the Afrocosmologies 
exhibit. Searching through 
works in the Wadsworth’s 
library and archives to col-
lect pieces for the display, 
Whaley found a photogra-
phy book called “Hair Sto-
ries” that spoke to the Af-
rican-American experience. 
Showcasing various differ-
ent textures of hair, the book 
communicates “how African 
American hair has evolved 
over time” and celebrates 
“embracing natural hair,” 
Whaley said. This powerful 
piece Whaley found with-
in the depths of the Wad-
sworth’s archives demon-
strates how the artwork 
stored in the archives do not 
only have a monumental 
role in preserving history, 
but also in impacting and 
speaking to generations 
today, Whaley believes.
Whaley is excited to see 
what she can accomplish 
working at the Wadsworth 
for the next few months. 
Although her time at the 
Wadsworth appears short 
compared to the enormous 
project her colleagues 
have undertook in sorting 
through the archives en-
tirely, Whaley is leaving 
her mark on history. “With-
Internship Spotlight: Wadsworth Atheneum of Art
continued from page one out archival work,” Whaley 
said, “all of the things that 
we consider to be history 
would be completely lost.” 
Although the process of sort-
ing through the archives 
and cataloging the artwork 
is “time-consuming, it defi-
nitely feels worthwhile” 
in making a difference for 
the future, added Whaley.
Whaley’s time at the 
Wadsworth feels so incred-
ibly rewarding, not only 
because archival work is 
incredibly significant to 
history and art, but addi-
tionally because her ar-
chival work has been sig-
nificant to her. “In doing 
something that I truly feel 
passionate about,” Wha-
ley stated, “each day feels 
so filling. That’s the beau-
ty of finding an internship 
that really [speaks to] you.”
For students interest-
ed in finding an internship 
or other opportunity in 
Hartford, Whaley advises 
to “apply where you feel 
called,” and, like Whaley’s 
meaningful experience in-
terning in the archives of 
the Wadsworth Museum, 
you might just find “an op-
portunity to truly discov-
er where your destiny is.”
TRINITY TRIPOD











Hunter Savery ’20 v. The People on Vests, Beckys, Chads:
Elitist Tripod Executive Board Misses the Mark
HUNTER SAVERY ’20
A&E EDITOR
The North Campus Cats are Witches: An Analysis
One of the most honor-
able titles I carry is that 
of a former North Campus 
resident. I saw things. I 
had a second floor resi-
dence (shout outs to my 
former room NC215, my 
former roommate Oliv-
ia Zeiner-Morish ’22, and 
whoever currently occu-
pies the chamber) with a 
stunning view of the North 
parking lot. Each morning, 
afternoon and evening, 
I would see cars drive in 
and out of their respective 
assigned-but-not-really 
parking spots. Sometimes, 
the residents of Hartford 
would stroll through the 
lot carrying various items 
and pushing their respec-
tive shopping carts. Resi-
dents of Allen Place would 
frequently pass through 
the lot and more often 
than not I would know 
when to leave my room 
based upon the gaggles 
of giggling girls crossing 
through on their migra-
tion to Vernon Street. 
However, the most excit-
ing view I had was that of 
the North Campus cats. 
To this day, I still haven’t 
fully deduced how many 
there were, but my current 
estimate is three regular 
residents: a calico, a gin-
ger, and a tortoiseshell. 
A mere few days ago, I 
saw the tortoiseshell cat 
prancing in the grassy 
space between North 
and Vernon Social as I 
made my daily stroll from 
High Rise to the Bistro in 
search of a caprese pesto. 
As she scampered across 
the grass, I immediately 
launched after it, calling 
out “North Kitty!” and 
making weird kissing nois-
es at it. The cat flat out ig-
nored me. This prompted 
me to consider; who really 
are these cats? Upon fur-
ther analysis, I have con-
cluded that the North cats 
are actually witches put on 
campus to govern over the 
student body, acting with 
more power than the Board 
of Trustees, the SGA, 
and the SGA’s soon-ar-
riving tank combined. 
However, with their 
shifty nature, I’ve come 
to believe these cats work 
with malicious intent. 
With their three separate 
colors, the cats’ appear-
ance is not unlike the icon-
ic witch trios of pop culture 
such as the high school 
witch trio of The Craft, the 
Sanderson sisters from Ho-
cus Pocus, or even the eco-
goth rock group The Hex 
Girls from Scooby-Doo. 
Every witch trio features 
three distinct characters 
with three distinct col-
or patterns, just like the 
cats’ coloring of calico, 
giner, and tortoiseshell. 
Even more suspicious 
is that I never once saw 
a black cat in the North 
parking lot. Why? Be-
cause these bad boys are 
one step ahead of us. A 
black cat is traditionally 
associated with witches, 
so instead of falling into 
stereotype, these cats are 
actually avoiding what 
would typically implicate 
their status as sorceresses. 
Furthermore, what 
would possess three an-
imals with a natural de-
sire to survive to live in 
the archaic and beautiful 
trenches of Trinity’s North 
Campus? Because they’re 
trapped here. It’s well 
known that up to eleven 
local accused witches were 
hung at the Gallows Hill, 
where the elusive St. An-
thony Hall currently sits 
on Trinity’s campus. Logi-
cally speaking, the spirit of 
these witches has inhabit-
ed the bodies of these cats, 
manifesting as something 
beyond the traditional 
idea of a witch’s “familiar.”
By patrolling the north 
side of campus, these 
witches are reclaiming the 
territory they once lost. As 
cats, they assume an incon-
spicuous identity, now able 
to control the land that 
betrayed them so deeply. 
These three felines may be 
friend or foe, but undoubt-
edly exist to rule over the 
northern hemisphere of 
Trinity College to main-
tain an environment that 
ultimately benefits their 
existence and rulership of 
the kingdom of witches. 
LIZ FOSTER ’22
A&E EDITOR
The elitist snobs of the 
Tripod executive board re-
cently penned an editorial 
entitled “Of Becky’s and 
Chad’s,” which was intended 
to be a humorous comment 
on the homogeneity of cul-
ture and fashion at Trinity. 
However, in their 
self-righteous and vitriolic 
screed these coastal elites 
went too far by attacking a 
pillar of our society: the vest. 
Go ahead, reach for the 
low-hanging fruit of Cana-
da Goose and Range Rov-
ers, as if the Tripod’s most 
talented writer hadn’t cov-
ered that years ago. I agree, 
this campus is saturated 
with excess and no one en-
joys pointing out the foibles 
of the 1% more than me. 
But for the editors of The 
Trinity Tripod to have the 
gall to attack the humble 
vest? Egregious. Outland-
ish. Libelous! Us vest-wear-
ers are a proud people: 
leaders, scholars, upstand-
ing citizens one and all. 
This campus is rife with 
Chads, sure, but to lump ev-
ery last vest wearing Ban-
tam in with the mongrels 
from Chadtucket is a grave 
mistake. Divisive rheto-
ric like this is tearing our 
country and campus apart 
and for the Tripod, Trinity’s 
most respected newspa-
per by default, to stoop to 
vest shaming is truly sad. 
Another article in last 
week’s opinion section made 
the preposterous claim that 
speech cannot be violence, 
tell that to us vest-wear-
ers! How can I walk around 
this campus now? Every 
step I take in a vest is one 
marked with fear that I 
will be called a “Chad.” 
My name isn’t even close 
to Chad. If they called me 
Tucker I would still be in-
sulted, but at least I would 
understand it, Hunter—
Tucker, there’s a similarity, 
but I am no Chad. My arms 
get hot! So what!? What is 
your problem, Brendan? 
Vests are comfortable, 
fashionable, and provide 
a range of motion unfound 
in any other form of out-
erwear. The vest might as 
well be the official garment 
of Trinity College, a cultur-
ally significant symbol, like 
the Chapel or that metal 
guy on the quad with his 
hand in the air. The lem-
on squeezer is irrelevant 
compared to the vest. Be-
tween Barbour jackets, 
Patagonia Synchillas, and 
Canada Goose there is al-
ready a paucity of outer-
wear diversity. Why limit 
ourselves further by can-
celling the venerable vest? 
The vest may be pop-
ular among bros, golfers, 
and prep school dunces, 
but they are also popular 
among fishers, environmen-
talists, and the troops. Rag-
ging on the vest is like crit-
icizing America, if you don’t 
like it, you can go to Russia! 
The vest is filled with patri-
otic symbolism, the freedom 
from sleeves represents 
freedom from tyranny or 
one could interpret the 
lack of sleeves as taxation, 
which is of course theft. 
The zipper represents 
the way that America is 
stronger when it comes to-
gether and the pockets, well 
actually the pockets are just 
pockets, but they’re useful!
Now I don’t know if 
vests existed in the time 
of Christ, maybe they did, 
maybe they didn’t, but I con-
tend that vestliness is next 
to godliness. If the editors 
of this “newspaper” think 
this kind of editorial is fun-
ny, they’re right, but it’s 
2019, my feelings are hurt, 
and I demand attention! 
As a wise man once 
said, “Give me liber-
ty, or give me vest!” 
“These coastal elites went 
too far by attacking a pil-
lar of our society: the vest.” 
TRINITY TRIPOD
Hunter Savery ’20 ardently defends the vest.
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In Craig Brewer’s biop-
ic Dolemite Is My Name, 
Eddie Murphy makes the 
comeback of a lifetime by 
playing the part of Rudy 
Ray Moore, real-life come-
dian and blaxploitation 
filmmaker. This perfor-
mance was heightened 
by a star-studded cast of 
supporting characters that 
played off the energy and 
charm of Murphy, coming 
together in comedic har-
mony with fluid moving 
cinematography by Eric 
Steelberg. What screen-
writers Scott Alexander 
and Larry Karaszewski fail 
to deliver in a gripping sto-
ry with conflict and conse-
quence, they make up with 
in laughs and an interest-
ing insight into the world 
of comedy and filmmaking.
The plot of Dolemite Is 
My Name revolves around 
Rudy Ray Moore, an up 
and coming comedian try-
ing to make it to stardom 
by being an everyman like 
Sammy Davis. However, 
after discovering the world 
of vulgar humor, an ear-
ly form of what would be 
known as “rap,” and re-
alizing that he wanted to 
become the entertainment 
powerhouse for the black 
community, Moore decides 
to don the alter ego Dolem-
ite and set the world on 
fire through his stand-up 
and blaxploitation films.
The visual presentation 
of Dolemite Is My Name 
truly captured the come-
dic and dramatic aspects 
of the film in a perfect bal-
ance that felt complete-
ly natural. The camera 
movement was never so 
stylistic that it took away 
from the hilarious perfor-
mances of standouts like 
Murphy, Da’Vine Joy Ran-
doloph as Lady Reed, and 
Wesley Snipes as D’Urvi-
lle Martin. Steelberg did a 
fantastic job of capturing 
the chemistry between 
various combinations of 
these three actors alone by 
capturing their lively fa-
cial expressions and body 
movements. He was also 
able to heighten scenes of 
financial drama for Moore 
by dollying the camera ever 
so slowly towards him and 
forcing the audience to feel 
the immense pressure of 
success and fame that was 
suffocating him through-
out the film. This brilliant 
execution also showcased 
Murphy’s dramatic acting 
skills as he brought depth 
to a character that could’ve 
been played comically 
throughout without an-
other thought to his strug-
gles with rejection, financ-
es, and self-confidence.
Netflix Original Dolemite Is My Name Doesn’t Disappoint
MACIEK J. PRADZIAD ’23
STAFF WRITER
Although Murphy was 
able to bring out the dra-
ma in his performance, I 
felt that the screenplay 
didn’t have enough conflict 
to make his struggles more 
fleshed out, real, and grip-
ping. It seemed that any 
issues Moore faced were 
solved within two minutes 
of screen time and never 
brought up again. Nothing 
ever came back to haunt 
Moore except his ambition, 
which was used to comedic 
effect and explored on a sur-
face level. This prevents the 
audience from having a feel-
ing of excitement and anxi-
ety as they wait to see what 
choices Moore would be 
forced to make to continue 
his career. The film’s writing 
also felt unsubtle at times 
when handling exposition 
and issues such as repre-
sentation in film, opting for 
the approach of telling the 
audience directly through 
dialogue instead of show-
ing it visually. For all of 
these issues, the film had 
very clever bits of dialogue 
and outrageous sequences 
that will make you laugh 
out loud. Rudy Moore is 
written excellently and is 
an extremely empathet-
ic main character that 
gives the film a heartfelt 
quality to it that makes 
it worth sitting through.
Dolemite Is My Name 
is a hilarious biopic worth 
seeing for the performanc-
es alone because of the 
chemistry built around 
the entire cast of wonder-
fully weird characters. Al-
though it isn’t perfect, it is 
a vulgar, feel-good movie 
that will spark the inner 
dreamer in your heart and 
inspire you to chase after 
your true passions in life.
This film is avail-
able to stream with a 
Netflix subscription.
Weekly Skylights: The Tripod Looks to the Clouds
(Below) Today’s sky, like a skeleton, is deceptively drab and sort of whit-
ish-gray. Like a gravestone as well, for that matter. Underneath each is 
a story, wound up in cells or stone, or atmospheric shifts. Information, 
and shock lie just beneath the surface. The fear of bones is commonly 
called ostiophobia, I have just learned. To be afraid of that which lies 
within you may seem silly at first. But I would wager my soul that deep 
down there’s something inside every one of us that makes our skin crawl. 
Perhaps we are afraid because, one day, it might break out. 6.6/10.
(Below) Stones slip under the surface tension of a pond, coated smooth-
ly in an envelope of water. The forces shift and the stones are spit 
back out of the warm pondwater into the frosty air, where they steam 
like freshly cut baked potatoes. Underneath they go again, under-
neath and up again. Twelve skips on that one, one for the ages. Skip-
ping stones, like people, fall and rise, fall and rise, until they can 
rise no more. Once more, into the drink. This time, to sink. 6.8/10.
(Skyline  from front page) 
This evening I was listening 
to the Isley Brothers’ ren-
dition of “Summer Breeze”, 
which I would highly rec-
ommend to any readers who 
enjoy good things. There’s 
a beautiful lyric, “Summer 
breeze, makes me feel fine, 
blowing through the jas-
mine in my mind”. When I 
hear these words, and I ob-
serve this image, I wonder 
what Autumn breezes make 
me feel. Nostalgic, defi-
nitely. Cold, crisp, sharp, 
and a little bit sad. I love 
them all the same, they 




A weary man on the train 
On a rather dreary day feigns 
Politeness, says hello, excuse me, 
I know you people want to use me. 
Contribute to your overburdened system 
Of pleasantries, well I’m sick of them. 
I’d really love for nothing more 
Than silence when I hold the door. 
An acknowledgement of humanity, 
Till “good, thanks” robs my sanity. 
I’d tear “hi” up like tissue paper, 
Scrub “well!” down with gritty scrapers, 
If I had but the energy, time, and drive, 
And that lot’s taxed by the 9 to 5, 
So really I am much too weary 
To ponder such intrusive theories. 
I wonder when the time will come 
And watch each day my soul grow numb.
7.3/10




Bantams Rally for End of the Season, Oct. 29-Nov. 5
The Trinity College Bantams improved their record to 5-3 overall after 
a 21-7 victory over the Amherst College Mammoths this past Saturday. The 
Bantams started out strong, driving 64 yards in the first possession of the 
game. Tijani Harris ’22 had a fantastic game, scoring two touchdowns for the 
Bantams and finishing with a total of 105 rushing yards. After, Matt Patry 
’20 intercepted Amherst’s Ollie Eberth in the first play of the second quarter. 
Trinity’s offense was able to capitalize on the turnover, resulting in 
a touchdown by Harris. Koby Schofer ’20 contributed to their touch-
down by completing a 26-yard pass to get the Bantams in the Am-
herst territory. Schofer finished the day with a total of eight catches for 
102 yards. The Mammoths had one more attempt at revival when Har-
ris fumbled with 1:26 remaining but they were unable to capitalize, 
leaving the score at 21-7 and giving Amherst their third loss in a row. 
MATEO VAZQUEZ ’21
SPORTS EDITOR
Men’s Rowing Trains for Spring Season with Tufts
es usually around 5000 
meters long. Obviously, 
this shift in focus leads 
to a faster and more in-
tense racing. Many of 
the athletes look forward 
to the spring season as a 
result of the shift and fo-
cus in the type of rowing. 
During the spring sea-
son, one of the most in-
teresting aspects is that 
multiple crews are lined 
up six boats across and 
all go down the course 
at the same time. This 
style of racing creates 
very intense and chaotic 
battles across the crews 
as they are only spread 
a few feet apart with-
in their lanes. Overall, 
most athletes prefer the 
spring season for this 
short but intense style of 
racing that is more com-
monly featured at events 
such as the Olympics.
The shift in focus 
away from the fall sea-
son into the spring was 
very exciting for both 
rowing teams. The crews 
did a few sprint piec-
es with their respective 
1v, 2v, and 3v lineups. 
However, the challenge 
came during the second 
session of racing when the 
crews undertook mixed 
lineups. One of the most 
exciting parts about mixed 
lineups is the spread in the 
level of rowing. Athletes in 
the 1v mix in with people 
from Tufts 3v or 4v, so, it is 
great for everyone to learn 
to adapt to these changes 
and improve their rowing. 
The coaches did their best 
to split four Trinity rowers 
and four Tufts rowers be-
tween six boats. While in-
ter-squad bragging rights 
were on the line, the big-
gest prize was the Munger 
Cup for the winning mixed 
crew. It was quite intense, 
as many of the groups have 
never rowed together before 
so the first few pieces were 
not as well connected. How-
ever, once they started row-
ing together, it was amazing 
to see the crews flying down 
the river. One of the crews 
that stood out in particular 
was “The People’s Varsity,” 
which was one of the Tufts 
boats and also led by one of 
Tufts coxswains. The crew 
was mostly Tufts first-year 
rowers as well as a few Trin-
ity first- years. They demon-
strated their commitment 
on the course in the last 
This past Sunday, the 
men’s rowing team closed 
out their fall season with 
a friendly training exer-
cise with Tufts Universi-
ty. The crews got together 
for the first annual com-
petition of the Munger 
Cup. In previous years, 
the crews used to meet at 
Dartmouth University for 
the Green Monster Head 
Race. However, this was 
the first year that Dart-
mouth opted to not host 
the race. Traditionally, 
at the Head of the Green 
Monster, the crews would 
go back out on the water 
after finishing the race for 
a second session and have 
mixed boats between Trin-
ity, Tufts and Dartmouth. 
Hence, when Dartmouth 
announced that they were 
not hosting this year, Tufts 
and Trinity crews decided 
to host their own event.
The majority of the 
training was focused on 
preparing for the spring 
season, where the rac-
es are all 2000 meter 
sprint races versus the 
fall, which has head rac-
Trinity men’s crew trained with Tufts in anticipation of 
the spring season. 
The Trinity College Bantams finished their 2019 season this past 
Saturday in the NESCAC quarterfinals against the Middlebury College 
Panthers. The Panthers took a quick lead with a goal from Katie George 
in the first 1:52 of the game. The Bantams earned a penalty stroke at 
the end of the first quarter but were unable to find the back cage. The 
Panthers made it a three-goal cushion in the second quarter, leaving the 
Bantams trailing by three at halftime. However, the Bantams refused to 
go down without a fight. Kendall Brown ’21 scored her 13th goal of the 
season in the first 20 seconds of the third quarter. Unfortunately, the 
Bantams were unable to find the back of the cage again, finishing the 
contest at 3-1 and leaving the Middlebury goalie with five saves and the 
Trinity backstop with nine for the day. Trinity finished their season with 
an even 8-8 record. Middlebury will go on to face Hamilton next Satur-
day in the semifinal round.
The Trinity College women’s volleyball team landed their first league 
win of the season in a competitive five set match with Connecticut Col-
lege. The Bantams, celebrating their senior day, took control of the first 
set with a quick 10-3 lead. The Camels came roaring back to finish the 
set 25-23. In a back and forth second set, the Bantams were able to come 
out on top, finishing the second 25-23. Trinity came out firing in the third 
set but the camels refused to give up and forced Trinity to call a timeout. 
However, Molly Bernstein, a first-year from Oakland, California, had two 
kills that put the Bantams up 24-19 and take the third quarter. In both 
the fourth and fifth sets, the Bantams started with a quick lead, howev-
er, the Camels were able to crawl back and take the fourth set, leading 
the game into a fifth. The Bantams were able to hold onto their lead in 
the fifth, giving them their first league win overall to end their season.
Women’s Cross Country 
Finishes 11th in NESCAC
Volleyball Closes Conn.
Contest in Five Tight Sets
Field Hockey Ends 
Season at Middlebury
In the 2019 NESCAC Cross Country Championship, the Trin-
ity College Bantams placed 11th overall. Williams College, the hosts 
of the event, took the first place crown with Tufts, Bates, Middle-
bury, and Bowdoin all coming out in the top five. Senior co-captain 
Samantha Feenstra had a career high placement of 15th individ-
ually, crossing the finish line with a time of 23:01. Joining Feenstra 
in the top 50 was Julia Burdulis ’20, coming in at 23:44 to take the 
35th placement. Co-captain Nina Bourgeois ’20 placed in the top 100, 
coming in at 58th with a time of 23:13. Overall, it was a great day 
for the Bantams. They will take next weekend off in preparation for 
the Division III New England Regional on Nov. 16 at Bowdoin College.
@trinitycollegemensrowing
Trinity Football  Defeats 
Amherst College Mammoths
few pieces, where they 
found themselves out in 
front and hence secured 
the Munger Cup. Then, 
right when the rowers 
thought that the day 
was coming to an end, 
the coaches called “pris-
on rules” (meaning that 
there are no rules at all) 
and the coxswains quick-
ly called their crews up to 
race into the dock. Over-
all, the event was great for 
both crews and an exciting 
way to end the fall season.
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Trinity College Inside Sports:Men’s Rowing 
Coming Up for Bantam Sports:
Sat.
This Week in Sports...
New Ferris Renovations Projected to Finish by 2023
efit the two men’s teams, 
as well as field hockey 
and women’s lacrosse.
Phase one of the proj-
ect will consist of the 
press box and stadium 
since Trinity recently re-
ceived a bid from NCAA 
to host the 2021 Field 
Hockey Final Four. Ideal-
ly, this part will be com-
pleted by Fall 2020. There 
will be windows on both 
sides for dual use of the 
box. The complex will also 
include restrooms, con-
cessions, meeting rooms, 
and spaces for game day 
events. The goal of the 
new design is to improve 
the game day experience 
for both athletes and fans.
This renovation of 
Ferris will create a space 
of wellness and sense of 
community, while sup-
porting student-athletes 
and students at Trinity. 
“The focus of this building 
really is wellness because 
everything that we take 
out of the [current] build-
ing and put into the new 
facility will benefit all of 
the students,” mentioned 
Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor Karen Shu. The health 
center, which currently 
stands in the middle of 
the freshman dorm area, 
will be moved into Ferris 
as part of the addition. 
Student fitness class spac-
es will be added to the third 
floor of Ferris, as the home 
of Trinity Squash will be 
moved into the new facility. 
The third floor will become a 
fitness center area with stu-
dios, giving all students the 
opportunity to gather and 
participate in the classes 
they choose, such as yoga or 
spin. The third floor will also 
hold a new recreational gym, 
as the current gym, Unit-D, 
will be knocked down.
This contemporary and 
dynamic addition to Ferris 
will house the new main en-
trance, coaching staff offices, 
meeting rooms, classrooms 
and new squash courts. This 
plan provides a promise to 
modernize the physical ath-
letic structures at Trinity 
and also make a lasting im-
pression on not only current 
students, but also prospec-
tive students and athletes. 
Shu explained the meaning 
behind the construction of 
Ferris and how its purpose 
will be to serve every mem-
ber of the Trinity community, 
as well as help develop ath-
letics at Trinity. “Every stu-
dent who walks into Trinity 
is going to be impacted by 
this building. Every student, 
and every faculty member at 
Trinity is welcome into this 
space.” Sticking with the 
theme of community engage-
Although the official 
timeline is yet to be deter-
mined, plans are currently 
being set for the renova-
tions of Jessee/Miller Field 
stadium complex and the 
Ferris Athletic Center. 
First on the agenda is the 
field complex, followed by 
an addition and updates to 
Ferris. This is a much-an-
ticipated and exciting time 
for Trinity Athletics, as the 
last renovations of Fer-
ris were almost 30 years 
ago, with the redesign-
ing of the squash courts.
With a projected com-
pletion of 2023—the Col-
lege’s bicentennial—Ferris 
will boast a large addition 
to the main building with 
a new main entrance, and 
gathering spaces for stu-
dents and faculty. This 
addition will also connect 
the two Ferris buildings, 
forming one entity. Jes-
see-Miller Field, home to 
Trinity’s football and men’s 
lacrosse programs, will get 
a revamping with stadium 
seating and a new state-
of-the-art press box. The 
press box will be moved 
from its current location 
to between Jessee-Miller 
Field and Robin L. Shep-




v. Conn. College                                                W, 3-2
Mens’s Cross Country
NESCAC Championship Meet                         7th/11
Women’s Cross Country
NESCAC Championship Meet                       11th/11 Field Hockey
v. Middlebury                                     L, 3-1
Men’s Soccer
 v. Amherst                                                           L, 4-0
 
Football
v. Amherst                                                         W, 21-7
Football v. Wesleyan @ 12
ment, the updates of Fer-
ris will also include office 
and court space for Cap-
itol Squash, a youth ath-
letic organization of South 
Hartford that Trinity has 
recently partnered with. 
Capitol Squash will have 
their own entrance on the 
side of Ferris that faces 
Broad Street. This will 
provide them with acces-
sibility and direction upon 
entering into the building.
As Shu said, “right now 
it’s more just about build-
ing excitement around the 
projects to hit our fund-
raising goals, then once 
we get there we can move 
forward to see what the 
building will actually look 
like.” The groundbreaking 
of Ferris will be contin-
gent upon the reaching of 
fundraising goals, as well 
as the completion of the 
first phase, the stadium 
complex. Hopefully, a year 
and a half after ground-
breaking, students will be 
walking through the doors 
of the new and improved 
Ferris Athletic Center.
Ferris has not been renovated in almost thirty years.
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